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Julie Forkner: A Quiet Force
at E. G. Fisher Library

After graduating from Druid Hills High School, Julie Forkner was
ready to leave the metropolis of Atlanta. She began
postsecondary education at a small college in North Carolina,
known for growing mature adults: Warren Wilson College. This
small Presbyterian college has a beautiful campus with the
Swannanoa River running through it.

At Warren Wilson, students were required to commit 100 hours to
community service learning before graduation. All students work
at Warren Wilson. Juliebs work
paid her room and board. Julie worked on the college's 5 acre
organic garden, was a lifeguard and cleaned the student center --
a job that prepared her for cleaning the bathrooms at E. G. Fisher!
The head of the plumbing crew, a native of Scotland, also a
student, scheduled a tour of Scotland for a half semester during
her junior year. When the organized tour cancelled, Julie went by
herself.  She followed the schedule and met a lot of friendly
peopl e. They could wunderstand
their Scottish conversations.

Julie finished her bachel oroés
Studies and Horticulture. From 2000-2005 the Forkner family
farm near Sweetwater was home to her next educational
adventure. She planted an organic garden and sold baskets of
vegetables to 50 families six months out of the year. During this
time she earned her M.A. in English from The University of
Tennessee, Chattanooga. As a graduate assistant, she taught
Freshman Composition.

In 2008 Julie interviewed for and was employed as the reference
librarian at E. G. Fisher Public Library. This position allowed her
to continue teaching but in a preferable one-on-one manner. She
enjoyed working with people who came with a question for which
she could very capably assist them in finding the answer. She is
techno-savvy which enables her to teach individuals to use the
computer. She relishes the fact that many computer users in the
library end up helping others learn.

In the fall of 2011 Julie Forkner became the Director of E. G.
Fisher Public Library. Her main focus currently is on many types
of literacyd adult, children, computer, technological. She
envisions the use of the adjacent wetlands for a possible outdoor

classroom, partnering with the McMinn and Athens Schools
Systems. She would like to create a young adult (ages 12-18)
room, to initiate the circulation of e-readers (the Kindle, the Nook,
the Sony), to partner with the Technology Center, and to work
gqrey with they kistorical jseciety to bld rnespurcess abaut lagal
history. She also may explore the possibility of working with
Amazon, since their distribution center will be located in
Charleston.

Since beginning her position in early October, Julie has kept the
day-to-day operation running smoothly. In addition, she has
gotten the computer classes started. Now she would like to
JigRrovescgramunicaign betyegn the staff the ligragy beard eagd
the Friends of the Library board. A mechanism she may use to do
this would be to create a WIKI® a virtual bulletin board. Users

comment on the ideas. Minutes could be posted and reviewed
before scheduled meetings.

Julie is currently working on
Information Science at The University of Tennessee, Knoxuville.
She received a scholarship from Informational Technology for
Rural Libraries, a new program sponsored by the Institute of
Museum and Library Services designed to train librarians in the
unique task of running rural libraries in Southern Appalachia. Her
classes are online two nights a week. She hopes to finish in
August 2012. Her role as student and director of the library is
superseded only by her being a parent to Hazel, a seven-year-old
second grader, who also enjoys reading, at Ingleside Elementary
School.

Julie supports E. G. Fisher Public Library being service oriented
and community minded. She wants the library to move towards
increased use of technology. She has many futuristic ideas for
the efficacy of the library. In her quiet forward thinking manner,
she will accomplish many goals. Please drop in and share your
ideas for the library with Julie.
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Don’t
FORGET!

~ A
IR

Dues Are
Due

I't is time to renew your an
on your address label above your name, you already paid
your 2012 dues. ALFO
fl110 means DUES ARE DUE!

Your membership supports E. G. Fisher Public Library in
many ways: materials, supplies, events, programs. It all
goes to our Library.

Please provide an email address We plan to eventually
send the newsletters through email so more money can go
directly to the library. We will NOT sell or share your
email address ever.

Name

Address

City & State

Phone

Email Address

Family ($ 25.00)

Individual ($ 15.00)

Lifetime i Family ($ 110.00)

Lifetime 7 Individual ($ 55.00)
Enclosed is $ for a membership.

Friends of the Library
1289 Ingleside Avenue
Athens, TN 37303
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NOON BOOK 8 JANUARY 17

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba is the Noon
Book selection for January 17. William, as a teenager, used information
gleaned from a physics textbook, checked and rechecked from his village
library in Malawi, to build a windmill. He gathered most of the pieces for
the structure from his village junkyard. This windmill produced electricity
allowing his family to have lights in their hut.

In September 2011 William spoke at the University of Tennessee
Chattanooga and at the President

Community College. His memoir had been selected as the Common
Book for new students at each of the schools. EGF readers may listen to
an interview with William on the PSCC website (www.pstcc.edu), Library
page, Common Book page. There
conference speech and a 10-minute documentary done

MovingWindmills.org. These two items can also be found on YouTube.
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Chairman's Corner
Connie Allen
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friends. ) )
you are a Lifetime member.

This Chairmandés Corner wi ||
term as Chairperson ended in December. | have served as
FOL Chairperson for the past three years and it has been my
joy to be associated with such a fine group of people who truly
love their library.
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inds you full of joy and enjoying your

FOL will be welcoming some new board members at the
annual meeting January 17 at 1:30 p.m. Please attend this
meeting and volunteer your services wherever you feel most
comfortable.

We say figoodbyeo to four Dir
in December: Jill Jordan, John Fortuna, Julie Adams and
Linda Hutchings. Their work and efforts directed to this
organization have been so appreciated and we will miss them.
We wish Jill, John, Julie and Linda all the best and hope to
see them as volunteers sometime next year!

Kathy Rhodes will be your Chairperson beginning January
2012 and | know she will lead this group to even bigger and
better things. Please give her your support and offer to
volunteer for our Noon Book Discussions, our Annual Book
Sale and remember to honor your friends or remember your
loved ones with a monetary gift to FOL. Your monies will be
used wisely and will be most appreciated.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve as your
Chairperson. It has been my honor and | hope to see you at
our 2012 FOL events.

ect

CHANGES TO THE FOL BY -LAWS

Two changes are being made to the FOL by-laws. We do not
meet on the date that was specified in previous by-law. It has
specified that we meet the second Tuesday of January, at 11:30.
This has been changed to:

ARTICLE IV. DIRECTORS

Section 4. Meetings of the directors shall be held at least bi-
monthly, with the first meeting of the year in January, in the
library. The time and place of meetings, thereafter shall be fixed
by the board and notifications made by the secretary to all board
members.

The second change involves a budget prepared by the executive
board rather than by the Treasurer alone.

Convocati ommRACLE B! DUESS i sSsi ppi St
Section 4. A budget shall be prepared by the executive board
and submitted to the members for vote at the annual meeting.

e also links to Williambés TED
There will be a vote for the changes at the January annual
meeting.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
I N THE FRI ENDS OF THE

Standing Friends of the Library Committees keep everything running smoothly and make things happen. This time of year
the groups change members, new ideas emerge, but in general they work as follows:

NEWSLETTER i Obviously, the end product is what you hold in your hand. Articles are suggested, researched, written,
formed to fit space available, printed, and mailed quarterly. A serious goal is to provide the newsletter by email, saving the
cost of printing and postage, which could be used by the library for new books.

MEMBERSHIP i falls under the leadership of the Vice-Chairperson, but all Board Members are advocates to bring in new

members who will help support the library. Anyone reading this newsletter: invite a friend to join FOL i you are part of the
membership committee!

PROGRAM &
0 A busy and hard-working committee, responsible for the Noon Book Discussion enjoyed monthly by many, at
noon on each 3rd Tuesday except June, July, December. Everyone is welcome. This group arranges for lunch, with

a donation basket available. They select the books (purchased by FOL), choose discussion leaders, set up before
and clean up after. And always search for authors to come here and present their books.

o Their other job is special events for a holiday or any reason that brings the community in to enjoy the library.
Events vary each year as ideas blossom.

USED BOOK SALE i talk about hard-working!

o All year books are solicited, donated, packed, stored, until July when the real work begins. To any of our readers
who have helped prepare for the sale, thank you many times over, please come again. We couldn't have a book
sale without help from the community, and this is our one big fundraiser for the library. We welcome (plead for)
anyone to help. See you next July!

o The ongoing sale at the library is just inside the door on your right. These books are either current, good
condition, or special interest, and priced slightly higher but still a bargain. This phase is managed single-handedly
by Thelma Pikciunas, who keeps it stocked and changing. Thelma was a Board Member for 18 years but remains
dedicated to E.G. Fisher Public Library.

FINANCE i A new committee forming this year to oversee expenditures of all other committees. The economy has affected
us also; we became aware how easily we can slip over budget. No more i we have a watchdog to keep us on track.

NOMINATING 7 Obviously a short-lived committee of three Board Members appointed by the Chairperson, which functions
only at year end to propose officers and new board members. Serious thought is given to who will lead FOL and selecting
members willing to devote their time and talents to support of the library.

This is just an overview. It would be difficult to list all the duties and how it just happens with help and cooperation. We
welcome ideas, comments, volunteers i you don't have to be a board member to participate, let us hear from you. Love
Your Library!

Gifts to the Library 9 Gifts & Honorariums

In Honor of: In Memory of: Given by: Gifts:
Beth Mercer Patti Greek Josie Teague Jerry & Beverly Stoval ~ McMinn County Republican Women
Optimist Club of Athens Kernon McConkey Beverly Briody ﬁ?glgiaﬂg Sue Senn
Patricia Cox Patricia Adams Mike and Kay Simmons Judy and William Biddle
Kathy Clark Noble Clark Anne G. Catron Teresa Anderson
Ngqm| Poe ngpy & Laurel Powell Loise Beylns Joanne Ray Rogers Donations to EOL:
William Grater  Britta Blum Joann Clifts Joanne Ray Rogers )
. . Connie & Jack Allen
Mona Day Patricia Waters Carol Smith Tombras Joanne Ray Rogers Michael & Kathy Bevins

Ann & Ralph Fenton
Judy & Sam Keen

Dr. & Mrs. B. E. LeNoir
John & Linda Workman




GETTING Computer NEW BOOKS PROVIDED BY

STARTED
| FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
D classes filled

to capacity

TEGHNE@L@E?

By now, itds old news that the a grant
purchase laptop computers and offer computer classes.

Wh at i snot old news is thadgecrdnNhose classes are finally

taking place and off to a smashing success. Michael  apyse of Poweri Michael Savage

Jaquish, technical writer, text book editor, extraordinarily  Alephi Paulo Coelho

patient teacher, and long-time library patron, took onthe  The Art of Fielding i Chad Harbach

task of teaching basic computer skills to our library  pguddha in the Attic i Julie Otsuka

users. His classes cover everything from how to turn on A pance with Dragonsi George R. R. Martin

a computer, to word processing and editing skills, to kil Me if You Cani James Patterson

saving and retrieving documents. His advanced class  The |anguage of Flowersi Vanessa Diffenbaugh
introduces users to the internet, teaching them how to | jiigators i John Grisham

use Google, how to create an email account, and how to  Northwest Angle i William Kent Krueger
bookmark favorite web sites. Because introductory  The Omen Machinei Terry Goodkind
computing skills are so basic to many of us that they  only Time Will Tell i Jeffrey Archer

seem virtually invisible, Pt 18 i LMt Ringd on ot have these
basic skills are increasinga_wel-u;idagqovgardbehind. Mr . Jaqui st
classes fill a very important void. We have held a total of  gpe|| Boundi Kelley Armstrong

four eight-hour courses to date, and each has been filled  The Trick of the Light i Penny Louise

to near-capacity. Two of those classes took place atthe  zero payi David Baldacci

Niota and Etowah libraries in order to reach people in all

corners of McMinn County. We have plans to offer ajob  noN FICTION

lab after the first of the year in addition to continuing our 14937 Charles Mann

computer classes. In our job lab, people will receive  after Americai Mark Steyn

individual assistance creating resumes and searching for  arguably i Christopher Hitchens

jobs online. In addition, the library would also like to offer  The Eighty Dollar Championi Elizabeth Letts
classes on social networking, using the Tennessee  jyst My Type Simon Garfield

Electronic Library and other useful, engaging areas. If  Kijlling Lincolni Bill O'Reilly
you have ideas for computer classes, please let the  The Man in the Rockefeller Suiti Mark Seal

library know by calling 745-7782. Rin Tin Tini Susan Orlean
- - The Secrets of the FBIT Ronald Kessler

The Community Artists League and the The Source Field Investigationsi David Wilcox

i i Thunder Dog i Michael Hingson

Mayfleld Famlly Art Ga”ery Top Secret Americai Dana Priest

The Community Artists League maintains rotating exhibits | ~ Yhatltls Like to Goto War 7 Karl Marlantes
in the Mayfield Family Art Gallery at the library. This unique Willpower 7 Roy F. Baumeister
gal l ery showcases |l ocal t all ent and is the |I|ibraryos mai n
venue for supporting the visual arts in our community. BIOGRAPHY
Each month brings a new artist to the gallery, giving local Catherine the Great1 Robert Massie
artists an opportunity to show and, potentially, sell their Cocktail Hour under the Tree of
work. David Bishop will be the featured artist in January. Forgetfulnessi Alexandra Fuller
The Community Artists League also plans to show the Here Comes Troublei Michael Moore
work of students of the members of CAL, an exciting I'm Over All That i Shirley MacLaine
opportunity for new and emerging artists. Every December, In My Time i Dick Cheney
the Art Gallery hosts a Small Works Exhibit featuring small Jane Fonda- Jane Fonda
works from all member s of |CApgogueiPibetMRGifhisssee the | ibraryos
webpage, fisherlibrary.org, for The Mayfield Family Art Steve Jobsi Walter Isaacson
Gallery schedul e. Il 6dm |l ooking Torward to work with CAIL in
the coming months to help publicize their events and Please send comments and suggestions about the newsletter to:
support the arts in our community. Lynn White at whitelw@comcast.net




My Favorite Books e i I | o vic

by John Gentry

| want to thank FOL Chairperson Connie Allen for asking me to share

some thoughts on a few books that have left memorable impressions on my life. Being somewhat of a data nerd and history buff, | must admit
| have never been a fan of fiction works unless they were disguising an underlying moralistic or redeeming didactic message. Some of the
books influenced my professional career, while others helped deepen existing convictions or birthed new ones. Nevertheless, | have always
tried to appreciate literary works for the labor of love they are for their authors. | hope some comment | make may lead you to enjoy one or two of the
following books that have been a blessing to me.

C.S. Lewis is the author of two books that | will mention. The first book is one of those fiction books that has an underlying moralistic teaching. The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe was one such book that caught my imagination while at the same time reinforcing my young faith. | read the book in elementary
school, and even at that early age, | recognized the parallels between the magical land of Narnia, with its mythical creatures, diabolical queen, talking
animals and King Lion, with this earth, complete with its battles between the forces of good and evil. When Aslan the Lion offered to sacrifice his life on the
great stone table by the evil queen in order for the young boy Edmund to be freed from the curse of death brought on by his inability to avoid temptation, it
brought the story of Christ alive to me as a young boy. The mighty Aslan, Lion King of Narnia, suffered a humiliating death to save a small boy who was
similar to my age at the time. As a young boy, the story reaffirmed the Gospel message | had been hearing from my parents and my church. It was
validating in an odd sense. Aslan, like Christ, was good but was also to be feared. He knew the Creation Law deeper than the evil Queen and his death was
temporary because when a life was laid down in love and sacrificed for others, death could not hold it in its grasp. Aslan rose from the table, redeemed the
young boy, and brought spring time back to the frozen land of Narnia. Sound familiar?

Another book by C.S. Lewis reassured my faith later in life. | read it in college at that time of life when | suppose alot of us began expl orin
meaning a bit more deeply. C.S. Lewis was an acclaimed Professor of Literature and History at Oxford University and a notable atheist. He later converted

to Christianity and became one of the faithoés most artiistdR. adken, fampoasaotpiost s .
the Lord of the Ring series. In his book Mere Christianity Lewis defends the same faith he so much tried to avoid most of his life. The book is fairly short,

and | have long lost my copy after numerous times of loaning it to friends finding themselves doubting their faith. It is an intelligently written piece that will

leave you astonished at how simple, yet deep, the Christian faith is. At the same time you will be mesmerized how God can create a person [Lewis] with so

much wisdom and ability to communicate, while others like me struggle to utter our simplest thoughts. If you sometimes find yourself struggling with your

faith or frustrated with your ability to communicate why you believe what you believe, | strongly recommend Mere Christianity.

As | stated earlier, | am a bit of a data and history geek. | try to use this quirkiness occasionally to better educate myself on current issues of interest. One
such issue that has consumed the news, since | can remember being forced to watch it with my father, was the Middle East/Palestinian conflict. Two books
have helped me understand the true religious and geo-political origins of this multi-millennial conflict. One is national bestseller From Time Immemorial: The
Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict Over Palestine by Joan Peters. It is a lengthy and scholarly work (7 years of research) that takes an academic,
investigative approach to the conflict. If anyone wants to contribute an intelligent, informed comment on this issue that seems to dominate U.S. foreign
policy, | highly recommend reading this book. Ms. Peters labored over this book as a reporter who quite frankly got tired of not knowing the whole truth. As |
recall, she is neither of Jewish nor Arab descent. Ms. Peters takes an independent view at the historical record which | found fascinating and eye opening.

The companion book | recommend is Myths and Facts: A Guide to the Arab-Israeli Conflict by Mitchell Bard. | mention it merely as an easy-to-follow
reference book on the issue as it is not in a narrative format. For anyone who wants to be better educated on the issue, this is a must have. | can
guarantee you the news coming out of the Middle East will begin to make a bit more sense.

Staying with the history theme, | recommend the book Co. Aytch. There have been no doubt thousands of books written about the American Civil War but

none | have enjoyed more than this memoir of Confederate and Tennessean, Private Sam Watkins. Private Watkins fought from 1861t o hi s uni t 6 s
in 1865. Company H was organized with 120 men, and by the adhanoréthan pensdnal Sa m
recollections of battle scenes. It is a story of a common soldier with uncommon wisdom who discerned truths that were revealed to him under the horrible
conditions of war. After reading the book, | was left with the impression God had his hand on Sam Watkins the entire duration of the war perhaps for the sole

purpose of allowing him to experience some of its most terrible scenes with humanity at both its best and worst, so he could one day share it with all by

written word. Every page has its own reward. | g uar anime expesieaces and the lpricd i ni ¢
others paid to build our nation. You will also feetoryas if you were sittir
Raising a Modern-Day Knightby Robert Lewis is the most recent book | have actually comp

| attended at the First Baptist Church of Cleveland. The book is for fathers wanting to guide their sons to authentic manhood. The book reinforced my belief

that | had the great fortune of being fathered by a real man and my conviction that my children would one day say the same of me. Let me be clear when |

say fAreal man, 06 | am not talking about our modern pop cul tdedr Ehé authqy @ommpaep t i o1
the medieval concept of knighthood, with its chivalry and custom of taking boys through a rigorous process of training and mentorship to become the
defenders and heroes of their day, to our role as fathers needing to invest in our sons so they become men with uncompromising ethics, character and
courage. This book talks about how when the responsibilities of fatherhood are embraced, the rewards of fatherhood are much more likely to be
experienced. Ceremonies are created to celebrate the stages of manhood as the young boy matures. The result is hopefully a strong, lifelong bond
between father and son and a legacy of manhood to be passed to each succeeding generation. Not surprisingly, it is women who are the big winners when

men embrace true manhood!

The last book | wish to submit for your consideration is Modern Times: The World from the Twenties to the Nineties by renowned historian Paul Johnson. If

there were only one book | could have in my collection that explored, explained, and exposed modern history, this would be that book. Johnson articulately

ties together cause and effect of political movements, evolving scientific theories, industrial inventions and cultural/social trends that affect our lives still

today. The event descriptions are so detailed the author leads you to believe he must have witnessed them first hand. The book is much more than a
chronicle of past events. I't is an intellectuall y c hshakdrse Ihigadned thgse beoksthat h a t
once it is read, current events seem to make much more sense.

I hope | have in some small way tweaked your interest in one or more of these books. They have all enriched my life in some way. | know all were
suggested to me by someone and for that | am grateful. The one book | did not mention that has impacted my life far more than any other is obviously the
Holy Bible. From its historical account of manki nd tself-helg. §he Hestpart isotHe awthbrl ma
will let you ask questions, but be prepared to exercise patience waiting on the answer as they have been known to come slowly but never late.



@ E.G. Fisher
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ltds time to kick off another season of childrends proc
season offers up a continuation of the great story times we offer and rings in the New Year with some exciting new
programs as well. We are very excited to expand our horizons and offer something for every age group 1 from the very
young to our teen population.

Baby & Me is a story time program for babies and toddlers (ages birth T 2+ years) and their parents/caregivers. It
introduces the very young to the library through books, music, finger plays, and flannel board stories. Pre-registration is
required and spaces are limited, so come by or call the library to sign up today! This class is offered on Wednesdays at
10:00 am or Thursdays at 11:00 am. The Wednesday session will begin January 11" and continue through April 25" (with
no sessions on Feb. 1%, Mar. 7™, or Apr. 4™). The Thursday session will begin on January 19" and continue through April
19" (with no session on April 5™).

Chil dr ends iSgearedyor childraneages 3-5 years old. Come join us for books, music, crafts and FUN!
No registration is required for this sessionéjust drop by!
January 24" and continue through April 17",

The library is very excited to be able to partner with Tennessee Wesleyan College students from the Education
Department to offer monthly pajama story times ! Bring your children in their pajamas for a fun story time before bed! All
ages are welcome. This class will be offered at 7:00 pm on January 30", February 13", March 12", and April 9™

TheChi l dr ends Suip @randSnawnpdgram geared for children ages 7-11. Join us for fun activities

each week, including Reader6s Theater, Author Arifusttobdmernar y
few! Pre-registration is required, so please drop by or call the library to sign up. This class will be offered on Thursdays at
4:15 pm. We 6 | | ™ abdecontinne thrcaigh WMarchy5™1 Come join us!

Finally, we are thrilled to be able to initiate our Teen Advisory Group (TAG) this season! We have heard very
positive feedback from the expansion of our Young Adult collection and would like to encourage teen participation even
further. Teens will be able to come by the library and take an application, as well as further information for parents/
guardians. If selected to become a TAG member, the teens will then become part of a board, which will be responsible for
helping plan future teen programming as well as providing feedback about the Young Adult collection development. We will
meet the third Tuesday of each month at 4:15, January 17" through May 15™.

ltds Teen Tech Week time in Tennessee! Sponsored by t
division of the ALA (American Library Association), Teen Tech Week is an annual celebration that highlights technology
available in libraries. The focus of Teen Tech Week is to

teens were surveyed for the 2012 theme and they selected, i

We live in a digital world, and it is important for the community to realize that E.G. Fisher Public Library is the place
to be when it comes to technology. As part of the celebration (being held March 4™- 10"), teens can explore all the virtual
doors to be opened at their library!

The Friends of the Library group made it possible for the library to purchase an Xbox Kinect gaming system, along
with several fun games. Due to the FOLO6s generosity, we ¢
workshops for our college-bound teens to learn how to file for federal student aid (FAFSA) electronically. Ensuring that
teens realize just how helpful our online resources can be, we will also offer a workshop on using the electronic database
resources available on TEL (Tennessee Electronic Library).
Out 6o at their |library!






